In the Claims 



Kindly amend/add claims as follows: 

1. (currently amended) A method comprising: 

fa) labeling at least one first push button among a plurality of push buttons 

located adjacent a front portion of a fi r st shelf supported in a cabinet, with 
first button indicia, wherein th e first button indicia corresponds to a first 
it e m storag e location in supporting connection with the first storage shelf; 

a) labeling with self-adhesive labels of a first external color, each of a first 
push button and a corresponding first item storage location each in 
supporting connection with a first storage shelf supported in a cabinet, 
wherein the first storage shelf includes a plurality of push buttons in 
supporting connection therewith: 

b) labeling with self-adhesive labels of a second external color different from 
the first external color, each of a second push button and a second item 
storage location each in supporting connection with the first storage shelf: 
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c) storing at least one of a first type medical item in the first item storage 
location; 

d) storing at least one of a second type medical item in the second item 
storage location; 

e) providing a first manual input corresponding to the first type medical item 
through a first input device, wherein the first input device includes one of 
at l e ast two input d e vices operative and available to receive the manual 
input, one of th e at least two input devices including the first push button; 

f) removing at least one of the first type medical item from the first item 
storage location. 

2-37 previously cancelled. 

38. (new) The method according to claim 1 wherein the cabinet is in operative 
connection with at least two first input devices each available to receive the first manual input, 
and wherein in (e) the first manual input is received through the first push button. 

39. (new) The method according to claim 1 wherein the cabinet is in operative 
connection with at least two first input devices each available to receive the first manual input, a 
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terminal accessible externally of the cabinet including at least one first input device, and wherein 
in (e) the first manual input is received through the terminal. 

40. (new) The method according to claim 39 and further comprising: 

(g) providing a second manual input corresponding to the second type medical 
item through a second input device, wherein the second input device 
includes the second button; 

(h) removing at least one of the second type item from the second item storage 
location. 

41. (new) The method according to claim 40 wherein the cabinet is in operative 
connection with at least two second input devices each available to receive the second manual 
input, the terminal including at least one second input device, and wherein in (g) the second 
manual input is received through the second push button. 

42. (new) The method according to claim 40 wherein the cabinet is in operative 
connection with at least two second input devices each available to receive the second manual 
input, the terminal including at least one second input device, and wherein in (g) the second 
manual input is received through the terminal. 
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43. (new) The method according to claim 1 and further comprising: 

(g) providing at least one quantity input corresponding to a first quantity of 
the first type medical item through at least one quantity input device. 

44. (new) The method according to claim 43 wherein (g) includes providing the at least 
one first quantity input through a key pad in supporting connection with the first storage shelf. 

45. (new) The method according to claim 43 wherein (g) includes providing the at least 
one first quantity input through a terminal accessible externally of the cabinet. 

46. (new) The method according to claim 45 wherein (g) further includes subsequent to 
providing the at least one first quantity input through the terminal, providing at least one further 
first quantity input through a key pad in supporting connection with the first storage shelf 

47. (new) The method according to claim 46 and further comprising: 

(h) storing data representative of the at least one first quantity input in at least 
one data store responsive to the at least one first quantity input in (g) and 
then storing the data representative of at least one further first quantity 
input in at least one data store responsive to the further first quantity input 
in (g). 
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48. (new) The method according to claim 47 and wherein (h) further includes: 

storing the data representative of further first quantity input in (g) in associated 
relation with data corresponding to the first type medical item in the at least one 
data store. 

49. (new) The method according to claim 47 wherein access to the first storage shelf 
within the cabinet is controlled by a first door in operative connection with a lock, and further 
comprising: 

unlocking the lock to enable the door to be opened to access the first storage shelf 
responsive to at least one input to the terminal. 

50. (new) The method according to claim 42 and further comprising: 

(i) labeling with self-adhesive labels of a third external color, different from 
each of the first and second external colors, each of a third push button and 
a third item storage location each in supporting connection with the first 
storage shelf; 

(j) storing at least one of a third type medical item in the third item storage 
location. 



7 



5 1 . (new) The method according to claim 50 and further comprising: 

(k) providing a third manual input corresponding to the third type medical 

item through at least one third input device, wherein the third input device 
includes the third push button; 

(1) removing the at least one of the third type medical item from the third item 
storage location. 

52. (new) The method according to claim 51 wherein the cabinet is in operative 
connection with at least two third input devices each available to receive the third manual input, 
the terminal including at least one third input device, and wherein in (k) the third manual input is 
received through the terminal. 

53. (new) The method according to claim 45 and further comprising: 

(h) providing at least one second quantity input corresponding to a second 
quantity of the second type medical item through the terminal. 

54. (new) The method according to claim 45 and further comprising: 



8 



(h) providing an output indicative to the first quantity through a display in 
supporting connection with the first storage shelf. 

55. (new) The method according to claim 53 and further comprising: 

(i) subsequent to (h), touching the first push button; 

(j) responsive to (i) providing an output indicative of the first quantity 

through a display in supporting connection with the first storage shelf. 

56. (new) The method according to claim 55 and further comprising: 

(k) subsequent to (h), touching the second push button; 

(1) responsive to (k) providing an output indicative of the second quantity 
through the display. 

57. (new) The method according to claim 56 wherein each of the first push button and 
second push button have visual indicators adjacent thereto, and subsequent to (h): 

(m) activating the visual indicators adjacent to each of the first and second 
push buttons. 
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58. (new) The method according to claim 57 and wherein in (m) the visual indicators 
flash periodically. 



59. (new) The method according to claim 57 wherein in (m) the visual indicator adjacent 
the first push button changes character responsive to (i). 

60. (new) The method according to claim 59 wherein in (m) the change in character 
includes a change in flashing property. 

61. (new) The method according to claim 49 and prior to (f) further comprising: 

providing at least one identifying input associated with an authorized user through 
the terminal, wherein the lock is unlocked responsive to the at least one 
identifying input. 

62. (new) Apparatus comprising: 

a cabinet; 

at least one first storage shelf supported in the cabinet, wherein the first storage 
shelf includes in supporting connection therewith, at least one first storage 
location and at least one second storage location; 
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more than two push buttons in supporting connection with the first storage shelf; 

a pair of first self-adhesive labels having a first external cover, one of the first 
self-adhesive label being applied on a first push button and one of the first self- 
adhesive labels being applied in connection with the at least one first storage 
location; 

a pair of second self-adhesive labels having a second external color different from 
the first external color, one of the second self-adhesive labels being applied on a 
second push button and one of the second self-adhesive labels being applied in 
connection with the at least one second storage location; 

at least one processor in operative connection with the first and second push 
buttons and at least one data store, wherein the data store includes data 
representative of a first type medical item stored in the at least one first storage 
location and a second type medical item stored in the at least one second storage 
location, and wherein responsive to pressing of the first push button the at 
least one processor is operative to cause data representative of at least one first 
type medical item being taken from the first storage location to be stored in the at 
least one data store, and wherein responsive to pressing of the second push button 
the at least one processor is operative to cause data representative of at least one 
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second type medical item being taken from the at least one second storage 
location to be stored in the at least one data store. 

63. (new) The apparatus according to claim 62 and further comprising a terminal 
external of the cabinet, wherein the terminal is in operative connection with the at least one 
processor and wherein the terminal is operative to receive the at least one first input and at least 
one second input, and wherein responsive to the at least one first input the at least one processor 
is operative to cause data representative of at least one first type medical item being taken from 
the at least one first storage location to be stored in the at least one data store, and wherein 
responsive to the at least one second input the at least one processor is operative to cause data 
representative of at least a second type medical item being taken from the at least one second 
location to be stored in the at least one data store. 

64. (new) The apparatus according to claim 63 and further comprising a key pad in 
supporting connection with the at least one first storage shelf, wherein responsive to at least one 
numerical input to the key pad corresponding to a quantity subsequent to pressing of the first 
push button, the at least one processor is operative to cause to be stored in the at least one data 
store data representative of the quantity of the first type medical item being taken from the at 
least one first storage location. 
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65. (new) The apparatus according to claim 64 and further comprising a display in 
supporting connection with the at least one first storage shelf, wherein indicia corresponding to 
the quantity is output through the display. 

66. (new) The apparatus according to claim 64 wherein the terminal is operative to 
receive a further quantity input corresponding to a further quantity of the first type medical item, 
and wherein the at least one processor is operative responsive to the first quantity input to cause 
the at least one processor to cause to be stored in the at least one data store data representative of 
the further quantity of the first type medical item being taken from the at least one first storage 
location. 

67. (new) The apparatus according to claim 66 and further comprising a display in 
supporting connection with the at least one first storage shelf, wherein indicia corresponding to 
the further quantity is output through the display. 

68. (new) The apparatus according to claim 67 wherein after receipt of the further 
quantity input, when the first push button is pressed and a subsequent quantity input is input 
through the key pad, the at least one processor is operative to cause to be stored in the at least one 
data store data representative of the subsequent quantity of the first type medical item instead of 
the further quantity being taken from the at least one first storage location. 
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69. (new) The apparatus according to claim 68 wherein responsive to the subsequent 
quantity input, the display changes form outputting indicia corresponding to the further quantity 
to outputting indicia corresponding to the subsequent quantity. 

70. (new) The apparatus according to claim 69 and further comprising a first visual 
indicator in supporting connection with the shelf adjacent the first push button and a second 
visual indicator in supporting connection with the shelf adjacent the second push button, wherein 
the first visual indicator and the second visual indicator are in operative connection with the at 
least one processor, and wherein the first visual indicator is activated responsive to the at least 
one first input and the second visual indicator is activated responsive to the at least one second 
input. 
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